
16 SEEDS AND PLANTS IlVIPORTED.

cover a trellis 20 feet long and 10 feet high in t\VO or three years. The flavor
of the fruits is very s\veet and pleasant, reluinding one of fig-s. They are
about the size of dan1son plUlllS, have very thin skins, and are filled with
extrelnely slllaU seeds. A.. clilnbing plaut "'hlch deserves the \\'idest distribu
tion." (j{1aircldlcl.)

45242 to 45245.
FrOlH l-Ionolulu, IItl\vaii. Seeds preseutp(} by ~11'. J. F. Itoek. botanist,

Collpge of Hn \v<lii. I{eceh'(~d Oetohel' 19, 1917.

45242. HIBISCADELPHUS GIFFABDIANl'S Hock. ~Ialnll'e(P.

"The lion kuahi'zoi is a relnnrkabh~ tree. _-\t first appearance one
\vould think it to be the COllllllOll Ilan (If,ibiscus tiliaceus), lJut at closer
inspection OBe can not hut \v011<le1' at the lllost peculiar shape of the
deep lllagcnta !1o\vel's Hnt} the large yello\v tuhel'culate capsules. It is it

rather lo\v tree, \vith not erect but rather inclining trunk a foot ill
diulneter, \vith a 11luny-branche(} round cro\vn. It tliffers frolH the
genus I-libis('n~ in its ypry veeulicll' 1l0\Vt~rs [\vhich are curvetl and con
yolutp<l] nud Ill.dnly ill the cHl~'x, \vhich is Hot vel'sistent ,vith the
capsules but drops together ,,,Uh the bructs as soon as the cnvsules are
forl11ed." (Rock.)

45243. IIrBlSC~\.J)ELPHrS 11LALAL~\IEN SIS H,oC'k. l\Inlvact'te.

.A.. tree, 16 to 23 fpet high, \vith erect trunk, \vhite bark, SOllle\vhat reni
forl11 leaves, and sl11aU ovate capsules. It belongs to the ahnost-extinct
genus Hibiscadelvhns, of the three species of \vhich two are represented
by a single tl'E:~e each and the 111'eSent one by a dozen or so living trees.
Sec<llings of n 11 the slH-'eies a l't~ ~l'O\Yillg:, llo\vever, in variou~ I-Icl\nli in1\

gar<1ens.
'l~his exceedingly interesting and distinct species \vas found by the

vVl'iter in the year 1909 on the lava fields of ~Iount Hualalai, in North
IoConH, lIa,vaii. and ill the forest of 'Yaihou of the salue district, \VhE~re

about a tlozell trees are still in existence. The ,,'riter rl~visited the above
locality ill l\Ial'ch, 1912, and i'oun<l the treEti in Ho\ver, \vhile on his
previous visit, .TUlle 18, 1909, only H fe\v \VOrU1-eaten C'apsules could be
found. ':rhe trees are badly attacked by seYPI'al species of 1110ths \\Thieh
feed 011 the leaves and llluture capsules. ~Il·. Gerrit \Vilder, ho\vever,
succeeded in grow"ing a fe,v plants froll1 healthy seeds collected by the
\vriter. (Adavte<} frolH llocl,~, IndlgcHoll8 'frees of tlie !lalcaUan
Islands, 1). 301.)

45244. PITTOSPOlnJ~I IIOSMEIU LO~UIFOT.IC~l Itoek. PjttosV()l'neea~.

The variety (liffel's frolH the svecies in that the leaves are yery lunch
longer and the capsules are snutIler. The tl'f~e is quite COlllnlOll at
I{apua, South loCona, IIa\vaii, 011 the lava fio\ys, aIHl occurs also at
l{ilauea anu Hualalai, but does not l'PHch sueh a height and s:ze as at
Puu\YUa\VHil. 'l"hE' trees of the latter locality are loaded \vith fruit
during .Tune and .July, \vhile those of loCavua lJear lnature fruit during
the I11011th of I,--'euruHl'Y. Ho,veY0r, the fruiting season of these, like
nearly all the other l-Lnvaiian trees, cnll not he relie(} uvon. The fruIts
of l~ittos}Jorlun hos1/zeri and variety are a source of food for the native
cro,v, \vhich pecks open the large \voody capsules and feeds on the oily
see<ls \\Titllin. (.Ad'lpte<l frOIH llock, IJidir/cJlOIlS Trees of the TiolraUo!l
Islands. p . .161.)


